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RELIGLOUS INTELLIGENCE, 
FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC. 


MISSION TO BURMAH. 
Letter from Mr. Judson to the Agent of the General 


Convention, dated 


Ava, sept. 30, 1822. 


My Dear Brother Rice,—We arrived here three 
days ago, in consequence of brother Price’s being 
called by the king. His Majesty received us. that 
is, brother Price, very favourably, and ordered a 
place for our residence. My old friend Moung 
Zah, the chief Private Minister of State, immediately 
recognized me, and asked me several questions of a 
friendly nature, in the presence of the king ; and 
afterwards conversed a little on religion, and told 
me to remain at Ava, and not return to Rangoon. | 
This invitation, trom one whose word is nearly | 
equivalent to that of the king, who must have been! 
pertectly aware of my object in the country, | can-| 
not but consider very encouraging. And it is| 
chietly to communicate this circumstance, that I 
write this hasty line,on board our boat, which we 
have not yet been able to leave. Our house will | 
be ready in two or three days. It is situated near | 
the palace, and surrounded by the enclosures of 
princes and nobles. O that the Holy Spirit may de- 
scend upon us, and make us burning and shining 
lights in this benighted region. O pray, my dear 
brother, that the set time to favour Barmah may 
now come. 

antes | 
Extract of a letter from Dr. Price to the Correspond- 
ing Secretary, dated 


| 


AVA, DECEMBER 24, 1822. 


My Dear Brotnern,—We have no news of im- 
portance to communicate : Every thing goes on 
pleasantly—the king smiles—and so does every 
body else ofcourse. Our manners, as missionaries, 
are so different from those of the captains and mer- 
chants here, who speak our language, that they are 
all desirous of a further acquaintance with Ameri- 
cans, supposing afl our nation are entirely destitute 
of the hauteur they have observed in our Enronean 
rece ve d 
with peculiar favour, until some imprudent fellow 
' 


Ara 


neighbours. American ships would be 


wd American arti 
sans would, | am persuaded, find a permanent set 


should set them on their ox 


tlement. especi lly if men were sent out who were 


holv and blameless, open and upright ; for such 
would be received and retained in fivour, withont 
any suspicion. If have access every day to the roy 
al presence, and h wing an opportu ity to comp! mn 
at any time, hive not been in the least molested. 
Yesterdiy, while sitting inside with the young men 
who wit immedi itely on the royal person, the king 


came close up tome, and sitting down on the sill of 
' ae 
the door by me, said * So Yoodathan is going back to 


Rangoon, | understand :? | replied, ‘Yes ; but he! 
has at length succeeded in getting a place, and intends 
corning back, at which | am extremely g'ad.’— 
‘Why ? said one of the vonng men. * Becanse it 


isvery unpleasant to live here alone.’ 


The king 


HARTFORD, DECEMBER 13, 1823. 


said nothing, and presently got up and went away. 
But in the afternoon, almost as soon as he saw Mr. 
L., he mentioned the c.rcumstance to him. * The 
doctor’s friend is going away ; and the doctor, be- 
ing unwilling to stay alone, wants to gotoo.’ ‘1 
think it must be a mistake,’ replied Mr. L, *¢O 
then tell them both to stay,’ said the king, ‘ for I 
want them to remain with me.’ Mr. L. after rela- 
ting to me the above circumstance this morning, 
concluded by urging me to write to America forsuch 
as | have mentioned above to be sent, saying, he had 
no doubt it would give the American mission so per- 
manent a footing, that all the changes to which a 
country like this is doomed, would not be able to 
shake it. I must conclude, as brother Judson sets 
out in about two hours, and I must go to the palace 
as | find it best to omit paying my respects on no 
day except Sunday. —Luminary. 
counties 

Bible Society in France.— Uhe 4th annual Report 
has just reached this country. The annual meeting 
was opened with prayer by the Rev. Mr. Marron, 
which was succeeded by an address from the Mar- 
quis de Jaucouct, President of the Society, and by 
extracts from the Report of the Committee. In 
the course of the preceding year, 4,627 Bibles, and 
»,196 Testaments had been distributed—13 new 
auxtharies were formed, and more than 30 Bible 
Associations. The pecuniary resources of the So 
ciety had more than doubled in the course of the 


year. The success surpasses the hopes of the 
Committee. Government have permitted the im- 
portation of many Bibles, intended for the poor, 
free from duties. 


New Hampshire Bible Society —The ‘Treasurer 
has remitted $1400 to the parent Institution the 
past year, making the amouwt of remittances for 
seven yeurs, $7,396 40,  [LOUO Bibles and 500 
Testaments have been purchased ;—the total pur- 
chased for distribution since the establishment of 
the Society, is 12,608 Bibles, and 7,314 Testa- 
ments. Some of these have been sold at reduced 
prices, and others distributed gratuitously. 

Revival.—The ‘d Baptist Church in Duxbury, 
Mass. is said to enjoy aseason of special rétreshing. 
Twenty persons have recently been baptized. 

Revival, in North Carolina.— At Cane Creek, in 
Orange (o. a revival commenced about a year ago, 
and is still progressing. Sixty-four have been ad- 
dedto the church. At Salem, in the same county, 
the work is advancing with power. In Sandy 
Creek, and several neighbouring congregations, 
there are highly encourrging appearances—many 


are deeply impressed, and are erying out, ‘God be| The following account of Mr. Ward’s last mo- 


mercitulto me asinner.”’? At Rocky Spring, an in- 
teresting work has recently commenced. A meet 
ing house has been built, and large congregations 
resort to it. At May's Chapel, thirty-two united 
with the professing people of God within a few 
months ; but the work was of short continuance. — 
In the Abbot’s Creek Church, the effusions of the 
Holy Spirit have been copions ; between sixty and 
ene hundred have been added to the Lord ; the re- 
vival continues wnabated. © But the most signal dis- 
play of the riches of Divine grace, is realized at 
Haco River mountain. The church had been for 
many months in a deplorable state, rent by conten- 


tions, and obliged to excommunicate their pastor for 


immorality. But lately, sixty have been received 


into the church, and many more are under deep and 


solemn impressions. —B, Rec. 
—— 
Missourt.—Rev. Mr. Peck, of St. Lonis. writes. 


that a revival of religion has commenced about Lon- 


tre, and extends to Coats’ Prairie, and through all 


Boon’: 


jthat dwell on the earth.”’ 
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baptized in the upper country the past year. On 
Indian Creek, a Sabbath school is in operation, con- 
sisting of eighteen scholars, where Indians were 
living three years ago. 

—— 

The Boston Recorder contains the following esti- 
mate with respect tothe revivals of religion, which 
have recently blessed the United States. Perfect 
accuracy ts not, from the nature of the case, attain- 
able.—Miss. Herald. 


During the last year, Boston, New-York, and 
Charleston ; thirty-six Congregational and Presby- 
terian Churchesin Massachusetts ; nineteen in Con- 
necticut ; forty-five in New-York ; twentyin New- 
Jersey ; thirty in Pennsylvania ; twenty-two in Vir- 
iginia,are reported as having been favored with revi- 
vals of religion. During the same time, twenty-eight 
congregations, in the Presbyterian church; one 
hundred and seven, in the Baptist; one hundred 
and thirty-nine, in the Congregational ; fifty-five, in 
the Methodist ; and eightin the Dutch Reformed ; 
in all the different denominations, 407 congregations, 
are reported as having shared in the same gracious 
and Divine influences. The number of hopeful 
converts, in these revivals, is estimated at more 
than twenty-six theusand. 

, => 
From the N. York Observer. 
THE LATE REV. WM. 


In our last number we inserted a memoir of the 
late Rev. Wm. Ward, one of the Baptist §missiona- 
ries at Serampore. The following short tribute to 
the worth of this excellent man, is from the Lon- 
don Baptist Magazine for October. 

Mr. Ward had a pastor’s heart. His kind affa- 
hility and warm affection endeared him to all the 
junior, as well as the senior missionaries—the na- 
tive converts—the inquirers—the missionaries of 
other societies—and to christians of all countries, 
and of all denominations. It will require a volame 
of considerable size, (which we hope is in forward- 
ness,) to do justice to his labours, which were so 
ibundant. 

Mr. Ward’s recent visit to this country, remind- 
edus of the * angel flying in the midst of heaven, 
having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them 
Wales, Scotland, and 
Ireland, as well as England, heard his animating ap- 
peals. Hecrossedthe Atlantic, and made an exten- 


WARD, 


sive tour in North America. He travelled in Hol- 


land also, with the same object always in bis heart 
'—always in his mouth. 


‘That journey must have 
included. we apprehend, not less than 50,000 miles, 


‘ments is from the Calcutta Asiatic Observer: 

On the Sabbath preceding his death, he was en- 
gaged in the performence of his ministerial duties 
at Calcutta, and preached in the evening there 
from ** Lead us not into temptation’’ in so search- 
‘ing a manner as to attract particular notice. He 
also attended the Monthly Prayer- Meeting held on 
Monday evening atthe Lall Bazar Chapel, after 
having spent the day in visiting, for the last time, 
the flock he so much loved Tuesday morning, 
Murch 4th, he returned to Serampore in the boat 
with Mrs. Marshman. Onthe way he read to her 
a number of extracts from Brainerd. making such 
remarks occasionally as sufficiently evidenced the 
state of his mind. He appeared in good b -alth the 
whole of that day, as well as on Wednesday . wien 
‘in the evening he preached in the Mission Chapel 

it Serampore, the weekly lecture, intended chiefly 
for the vouth there for education, from Mark xvi. 
16. ‘*He that believeth and is baptized shall be 
saved. and he that believeth not shall be damned.” 


| Lick country. More than 500 have Bee8I No one suspected that this was the last message he 
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had to deliver in his Great Master’s name ; but the)the latter, a condition of legal obedience, and is of 


close and poignant manner in which he addressed 
them, seemed to excite unusual attention. It was 
particularly recollected that in the course of his 
sermen, while exhibiting Christ as the only Sa- 
viour, he repeated the following verse : 


The best obedience of my hands 
Dares not appear before thy throne ; 

But faith can answer thy demands, 
By pleading what my Lord has done— 


and to impress it more firmly on his audience, he 
repeated the verse asecond time. The earnest af- 
fection with which he prayed for the salvation of 
his own children in his last prayer, was particularly 
remarked. 
Thursday, he felt himself affected with a bowei com- 
plaint, which caused him to return to his bed for an 
hour, instead of riding out according to his custom 
He went into the printing office at about 10 o’clock, 
and among various letters on business, wrote to the 
Missionaries at Cuttack ; the following extract from 
which was sent to his afflicted family in a letter 
from Mrs. Peggs, dated 14th March, the day after 
they had received the melancholy tidings of his re- 
moval. ‘In his last note to us, dated March 6th he 
says, ‘How do you feel in your desires after the 
Holy Spirit? We can have no hope of success ‘> u1t 
as we are brought to a believing dependence upon 
his influences, and an earnest solicitude to obtain 
them. O how! should like to be among you, though 
only for one hour, to sing a hymn with my dear 
sisters and brethren Peggs and Bampton. What 
hymn should we choose, ‘Jesus with all thy saints 
above ?? Mr. P. adds, ‘‘ We see by this note, what 
a happy frame of mind he was in just before he was 
taken ill." He had indeed been really ill of the 
Cholera many hours before he wrote the note, al- 
though he was scarcely aware of it. Mr. Ward 
continued in his labours in the printing office till 
past 12. After this he began a letter to the Rotter- 
dam Bible Society, which was found unfinished on 
his desk, after his death, from which it appeared 
that before he had finished the second line, he was 
constrained to desist, and to retire to his own room. | 
During the rest of the day and the succeeding night 
he felt inclined to doze, and sometimes considerable 
hopes were entertained of his recovery ; but on, 
Friday at 12 o’clock his pulse declined so as to take 
away all hope ; and about 5 o’clock in the afternoon 
he ceased to breathe, in so imperceptible a manner, 
that, for some moments, his afflicted brethren and 
sisters, assembled around him, were scarcely 
aware that his happy spirit had left its tenement of 
clay. Thus in the 54th year of his age, and the 
24th ofhis missionary labours at Serampore, depart- 
ed one ofthe most faithful, disinterested, and ardu- 
ous labourers in the vineyard of his Glorious Re- 
deemer, that Indiahad ever seen. ‘To enlarge on 
his character here would be quite superiluous ; it 
is too well known to those who enjoyed the hap- 
piness of his acquaintance, for words to add any 
thing to the impression it has lefton the mind. Nu- 
merous friends from Serampore, Barrack pore, and 
Calcutta, attended the funeral, which took place on 
Saturday evening. Dr. Carey addressed the con- 
eregatior at the grave, and Dr. Marshman concluded 
in prayer. 

The next Lord's day week, the sixteenth of March, 
Dr. Carey preached a funeral Sermon at the Lall 
Bazar Chapel. ‘The place was crowded to excess, 
and amply testified that *‘ the memory of the just is 
blessed,” the text chosen by the venerable preach- 
er. On Wednesday evening, the 19th, Dr. Marsh- 
man preached a funeral sermon in the Mission Chap- 
el, Serampore, which was numerously attended : 
and on the Lord’s day following, Dr. M. preached, 
a funeral sermon also at the Union Chapel; and we 
understand that this sermon, with some particulars 
respecting the deceased, will be shortly published. | 


MISCELLANEOUS. 
The moral tendency of the doctrine of justification by 
faith. | 


| 
Justification by faith is opposed to justification | 
by the law. The former implies a condition of 


evangelical obedience, and is wholly gratuitous ;' 
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right. The one is that by which transgressors are 
treated as just; the otheris that by which holy be- 
ings are declared and rewarded as just. 


pel method of justification has a tendency to encour- 
age sin, and that it has not, is evident from the mo- 
tives by which the believer is actuated. 

1. Is there a motive to encourage sin in the 
character of Christ ? Had he been a sinner, his ex- 
ample might have afforded encouragement ; but he 
was holy, and his life was an exemplification of all 
that is amiable in man. But he was not a mere man, 
he claimed equality with God ; and that he was con- 


About 5 o’clock on the morning of firmed no less by his works, than by an approving 


heaven. 
| 9, Istherea motive inthe design ofhis advent ? He 
, : re 

‘came to save his people from their sins. He for- 


| : af : , 
gave their sins on condition ofholy obedience. He 


it is not reasonable to suppose the habits of a peop] 
will be immediately changed ; that the wants of 
family will be numerous, and extraordinary supplies 
from Providence are to be expected only in extra. 


The only remaining question is, whether the Gos- | ordinary cases. 


Another thought deserves the consideration of 
Candidates. They go forth to urge on men their 
duty to God. Is it not one duty to make requisite 
sacrifices for the support of the ministry? And 
shall they countenance a neglect of the duty? Per- 
haps they think it disinterested. But Christ did 
not exact such disinterestedness from his Apostles, 
hey give—to whom ?—to those who are rich al- 
ready ; and who already love the world too much. 
| Ministers must Oppose the evils mentioned.— 
They are sometimes in difficult situations, at least in 
the country. They have provided small farms 
have erected buildings ; and have fitted up their 
habitations at some expense. Though the scantiness 


honoured the law, not less by obedience to all its | of their support urges them to remove, they hesi- 
requisitions, than by explicit declaration, that, with. | tate, because they cannot dispose oftheir property, 
outa similar obedience to the Gospel, no man could) Besides, they have neglected their ministry g0 
enjoy the blessings of either, but must suffer the; much ; have been so little in their studies; have 


condemning sentence of both. 

3. Is there a motive in the design of his death ? 
The law was holy, and its sanctions just. Not to 
execute them would have been directly to encour- 
age transgression, and destroy all confidence among 
holy beings throughout the universe. The Saviour, 
therefore, to execute his designs of mercy, and to 
save his people from the curse of the law, submit- 
ted to its curse in their stead. Thus he established 
the law, and made it consistent for God to treat the 
sinner as tho’ he had never sinned.—Now let the be- 
liever contemplate his pardon, in connexion with this 
astonishing display of justice and mercy, the honour 
of God and the demerit of sin ; and he will have mo- 
tives of infinite weight to love holiness, and hate sin. 

Will he sin because he is not under law? It is 
absurd in the nature of the case What, shall the 
immense debt of gratitude he has incurred, preduce 
in him nothing but ingratitude and rebellion? Who 
can imagine a greater absurdity ’—New-Hampshire 
Repository. 

es 
From the Christian Mirror. 


PROVISION FOR THE MINISTRY. 


The support of Ministers demands at this time 
particular attention. Now, as in the days of Paul, 
the enemies of religion, and they who thrust them- 
selves into the ministry either from vanity or indo- 
ence, and they who from covetousness would avoid 
expense, cry down the regular support of ministers, 
and advocate a reliance upon mere charity. Dis- 


content is soon felt, and a dissolution of the pastoral 


relation takes place ; or else the Minister having a 
family, and being necessitous, and uncertain ofa 


been so perplexed by difficulties, and so occupied 
by secular affairs, that they have lost their ministe. 
‘rial gifts ; and have not attainments to secure them 
acceptance and a settlement in a better situation, 
This great evil will necessarily occur where the 
apostolical precept is not followed, Give thyself 
wholly to these things that thy profiting may appear 
to all. 

Ought they not to persist in devoting themselves 
exclusively to the Ministry ; or, if they cannot be 
ministers where they are, resolve to be Ministers 
somewhere else. A Minister’s resorting to secular 
business 1s usually disastrous toa people. Religion 
will not be so carefully cultivated, and will decline ; 
and with it will decline the prosperity of the socie- 
ty. ‘he consequences will be pernicious, even to 
‘he next generation. ‘hey educate their society 
in habits which will leave them indisposed, and 
therefore unable, to support religious ordinances. 

Besides this, they countenance other societies in 
similar neglect ; their example tends to make it a 
general practice to give Ministers an inadequate 
support. Churches must oppose the evils referred 
to. The obligations of believers are not estimated 
aright by them. In many instances they do no more 
than others to support the Ministry ; and multitudes 
of them live in affluence, while ministers suffer ; 
they reside in elegant houses, while the house of 
God lies waste ; and they are accumulating wealth, 
all the time that public worship is suspended solely 
for want of support. They will think nothing of 
the disinterestedness of a Minister, who spends a 
hundred or two hundred dollars a year of his own 
|property to support himself in preaching the gospel 


settlement elsewhere, toils on amidst difficulties ;|t0 them, while they give but ten or twenty for this 


perhaps resorts to secular employment ; and finally | Purpose. 


. 


makes his ministry only a secular business. 


They will think it perfectly right for 


He | themselves to move from one place to another, fora 


° . ° e FY ) ; ‘ } 
calls possibly for missionary aid, when his settled) hundred dollars additional yearly income, though 


habits, his embarrassments, or his bodily infirmities,!#!ready in easy circumstances ; 


disqualify him for missionary service. 


his people, and provokes complaints which irritate | 
them. He is disheartened, perplexed, and his use-| 
tulness alinost destroyed. If he resorts to 


any | 


worldly pursuit, he imperceptibly acquires a world-|0fthe gospel will do ! 


ly spirit, and his ministry becomes a secondary af. 
fair ; 1 


and by two sermons every Sabbath he con- | 
tinnes to secure his yearly pittance to aid his sup- 
port: and this is about the whole result of his 
preaching, 

Candidates, ministers 
to prevent these evils. 


Candidates must oppose them. 


. and churches are called on 


We might sup- 
pose that the natural feelings of a candidate would 
restrain him from settling with an incompetent sala- 
ry. Butthey donot. He fears he shali get no 
setter terms ; he is too sanguine that his society 
will become more able and liberal ; he is anim ited 


and interested by hopes of uncommon success in his 
ministry, from impressions made by his preaching ; 
or he has formed engavements for domestic lift 


which he desires to fulfil. Against these motives 


‘ ' ' " 
ki may ve urges d, that he must take the utmost heed 


. , , . = , ’ 
of thinking himself an extraordinary preacher ; 


bial 
. ‘ 


, of christians. 


when they would 


The inade-|condemn a Minister who should do this, though his 
quacy of his support embitters his feelings towards | ecessities were urgent. 


They are willing to give 
Who are these others ‘— 
at heart enemies of the cross 
They are willing todo what the enemies 
Is this all their devotion | 
Is this the proof of their love to Christ? For the 
honor of the Church however, all its members are 
not such idolaters to the world ; compared with 
others, some generously aid the ordinances of the 
gospel, 


what others will give ! 
Unconverted persons ; 
of Christ. 


This subject has urgent claims on the attention 
I believe this paper will meet the 
eyes of one to whom I may say, ‘My christian 
brother, | have heard painful information. It is 
said your minister does not receive half that was 
promised him; orif he receives the whole, it comes 
after so long delay, that he becomes involved in 
debt, and is perplexed and disheartened, His anx- 
iety fur the honor ef the gospel forbids his com- 
plaining to men ; but he cannot help complaining to 
God ; and perhaps he complains even of you.’ 
This is no fiction : it isasolemn fact. The evil 
treated of in this communication is one of no slight 


de. and of no small extent. It demands at- 
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tention at this time full as much as the education of 
young men for the ministry, or as any other similar 
object. Riches are dangerous tor Ministers ; SO 
also is poverty. If Ministers are willing to receive 
an inadequate support, and churches agree in it, | 
am prophet enough to predict the consequences.— 
Here a very incompetent but cheap preacher will 
be employed ; there will be an experienced, thri- 
ving farmer, but acold barren teacher ; in another 
place an instructor of youth, delivering as a second- 
ary business his lifeless discourses on the Sabbath ; 
and in every such place a feeble, slumbering, decay- 
ing church. C. C. 
—_—»— 
COMMUNICATED. 


Accounts of modern Missionary labours compared 
with the Bible. 


The Moravians deservedly rank with the oldest, 
most pious, and devoted missionaries of modern 
times ; and it is believed that by their labours, many 
of the ignorant and barbarous heathen have been 
enlightened, and by the operations of the Holy 
Spirit, converted to God. But, upon reading the 
history of their missionary proceedings in years 
past, and their late periodical accounts, my atten- 
tion has been arrested by their statement, of the 
number of adults baptized, as distinguished from 
the number of infants ; and also what number are 
in atrain of instruction as catechumens, preparatory 
for baptism, when they shall have acquired a cer- 
tain degree of knowledge of the rudiments of chris- 
tianity : also what number of the baptized bave 
been admitted to communion, and how many thas 
baptized into Christ, are still adjudged unfit for the 
eucharist, &c. Nor are the United Brethren the 
only missionaries who send us such accounts. We 
hear similar statements from other mission stations 
among the heathen. To satisfy my own mind | 
have compared these accounts with those recorded 


in the Acts of the Apostles, and other parts of the’ 


New Testament, and find nothing analogous to them 
in scripture. I read of the primitive preachers 
insisting on repentance, faith, and baptism, and that 
when people believed, they were baptized, both 
men and women : 
infants or unconverted catechumens. Reflecting 
seriously upon the subject as the friend of christian 
missions, | cannot help revolving in my mind sun- 
dry inquiries, such as these—Wbhy this difference 
between the primitive and medern accounts ?— 
Does it not arise from a very material difference in 
the practice of the apostles, and later christian mis- 
sionaries? And if preachers of the present day 
have a right to baptize promiscuously, believing 
adults, unbelieving or unregenerate catechumens, 
and infants, whence do they derive the right? It 
appears impossible to derive it from apostolic ex- 
ample, since no such example can be found in the 
apostolic records. Is it not also strange if the apos- 
tles built churches in this way, knowing they were 
setting an infallible example for future ages, that not 
i syllable of such a transaction should appear upon 
the pages of scripture. Asthere isno such record, 
one of three things is inevitable, viz. either the 
‘cripture history is materially defective, which 
or the church has authority to 


none will pretend ; 
iter or diminish them at 


imstitute ordinances, und 


1 . . of . 
rmieasure, an | this ail / rotestants will aise laim , OF 
» this mixed nd various pre ‘eeding, is in the 
main wrong, and lL fully believe the latter is the case. 


} 


yargument can be drawn in favour of the thing: 


ted to from the circumstance, that the 

Lord blesses their ministry ; for it is not the Gos- 
Ly hed by them to which | object, for I be 
ve in‘the main they preach the truth as it ts in 


‘sus. bute objections lie against the adminis- 


4, 4 c : 
tration of ceremonies 


by the word ¢ { God. but by them « illed Gospel or- 


Cinances. And it isalwavs the Gospel that ts bles- 
i 

= d fo the conversion of the ho then ane not thes<<« 
eremonies, | reiotce therefor 

God upon their pre iching. 1 oray Ge } to give 
1 ‘ . : 

the mm still nore aber lant enere « in vinning souls 
nila } anf . 

while I deeply regret the existence and continuance 

} . - . ; 

o! - above practices, Make use -atechisms, 

$preared _ — a Mi 7 

tracts, a rd every ier means. brethren. to enlight- 


nthe heathen ; but be not offended, if in love 1 


but nothing about the baptism of 


| things. 


wh : h | bel eve unauthor ised 


in the blessing of! prophets, were not singular in their expectations of 


-| pectation and desire of some great personage, may 
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suggest the propriety of baptizing only those, hope-|the mysterious Star which conducted them to the 
fully converted to God. City of Bethlehem where they beheld and worship- 
While upon this subject, it is dificult to refrain|ped ‘‘ God manifest in the flesh.” The Temple of 
from remarking further upon the practi¢e of admit-|Janus always open in time of war was now closed, 
ting numerous subjects to baptism, who are still con- | and universal peace prevailed ; which circumstance 
sidered unfit for communien at the Lerd’s table.|was highly favorable to the introduction of the 
Is it not an absurdity to administer to unbelievers| kingdom of the Prince of Peace. In agreement with 
the *‘ Initiating seal of the ehurch,’’* a holy ordi-|ancient prophecy we now behold John the Baptist, 
nance for which the bible in every instance, re- | commencing the work assigned him of preparing the 
quires repentance and faith, and afterwards to deny|way of the Lord. In the wilderness of Judea he 
them a standing in the church, and withhold from| proclaims the doctrine of repentance for the remis- 
them the communion until they give evidence of ajsion of sins, alleging that the kingdom of Heaven, 
gracious change efheart? Io me it is utterly in-}orGespel Church is about to be established. He 
comprehensible. This the Baptists never do : and] was invested by the ‘* God of Heaven” with .uthor- 
until those who differ trom us admit all to commun-|ity, and commissioned by him to usher in tnat glo- 
ion whom they initiate by baptism, they should, on| rious kingdom long since foretold by the prophet 
every rational principle, be the last to censure the| Daniel, chapter 2d, 44th and 45th verses. ‘ In the 
Baptists for particular Baptism, the legitimate con-|days of those kings shall the God of Heaven set up 
sequence of which is, communing with those only|a kingdom,’ &c. 
who are baptized into the church. That the ministry of John the Baptist pertained 
1 would notice in connection with these remarks, | to the Gospel dispensation, and was the beginning of 
the apparently novel practice of some of the Con- |its existence is evident, because it is asserted by an 
gregational Missionaries, who adopt heathen chil-| inspired evangelist,see Mark, i. 1,2,3. ‘The be- 
dren, aud when adopted administer to them the/ginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ the Son of 
‘* initiating seal of the church,” baptism. Now we/God,’ &c. ‘ IfJohn belonged to the Levitical Priest- 
knuw that in New-England, children are brought|hood, and Christ was baptized by him to fulfil the 
forward upon a certain supposed federal holiness, |Levitical law, then it will follow that Christ was a 
derived from their believing parents ; and if the| Priest after the Aaronic order, and not after the or- 
missionaries among the Indians and other heathen|der of Melchisedec. But such reasoning is opposed 
act upon the same principle with their brethren at|to the argumert of the apostle Paul, see Heb. 7th. 
home, itis a query with me whether in virtue of}We are there informed that Christ was made a 
this catholic adoption by the missionary or his pious) priest, not after the law of a carnal commandment, 
wife, the child adopted obtains that holiness which, | but after the order of Melchisedec,”’ see verse 16th 
it is said in New-England, the children of believing|and 17th.* Again we quote the language of Dr. 
parents inherit by birth? If they do, | see no good | Prideaux, relative to the prophecy of the prophet 
reason why ministers and their brethren in our re-| Daniel, respecting the ‘‘ seven weeks and three- 
gions, and over the world, might not as well adopt|score and two weeks,’’ see Daniel ix. chapter, 25th 
all the children of unbelieving parents, and bring} verse, or the 483 years from the going forth of the 
them to baptism, and in due time to the church ; for|commandment to restore and build Jerusalem unto 
surely our children are no worse born than the| Messiah the Prince he says, this will lead us down 
jheathen. Ifthe adopted children do not obtain|to the year of the Julian period 4739, which was 
such holiness, why are they admitted to the ordi |the very year in which the ministry of the Gospel 
nance of baptism until they are converted? These|first began. This Christ executed at first, and 
things look like making too much or too little of|then made his appearance as Messiah by his fore- 
the institution of baptism. Ifthe practice origin-|runner, John the Baptist, for the space of three 
ates in the belief of the saving influence of baptism,| years and an half, and after that by himself in his 
it is making too much of it ; if in a belief that it is}own person for three years and anhalfmore. And 
non-essential, as to the mode or subjects, or qualifi-jthese two being put together make up the last 
cations, I think it is trifling awfully with divine|week of this prophecy, which began exactly at the 
Would it not be better to lay aside all but} ending of the sixty-two weeks. 
that which God enjoins, and stedfastly adhere to} And therefore here the prophecy concerning the 
that ! coming of the Messiah had its completion. St. Luke 
Now brethren, of whom I have spoken, be assur-| tells us (iii. 1, 2,) ** The word of God first came to 
ed these remarks were not dictated by a spirit of| John, in the fifteenth year of Tiberius Cesar’? Em- 
hostility to you, or the blessed cause which you|peror of Rome. From the coming of that word to 
have espoused ; it is (if f am not deceived) a lover| John, and his preaching of it to the Jews, (Luke i. 4,) 
of you all, and your dear Saviour that has spoken. |was the beginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
Neither do I desire any reply to my inquiries, only|and the first appearance of his kingdom here on 
what shall be seen in your practice. ‘The wicked/earth. And this Christ himself tells us, for his 
reproach missionaries, for attempting to christianize | words are, Luke, xiv. 16, “*The law and the 
the heathen and others, by arts and ceremonies| prophets were until John, since that the kingdom of 
which they denominate mechanical. Ifany thing of)God is preached.”” That is the Jewish economy, 
the kind exists, it ought to be suppressed, ‘ That ‘under the law and the prophets, lasted until the 
ihe minisicy be not blamed. May each see to it}coming of John, and his preaching of the Baptism 
ithat he place no dependance on any thing, save|of repentance for the remission of sins. But from 
‘* the Gospel, which is the power of God to salva- ithe time of his coming on this ministry, which was 


ition to every one that believeth.”’ lithe ministry of the Gospel, the kingdom of the Mes- 


| W.  |siah began. For as in the Gospel of St. Matthew, 
ope />3 the kingdom of heaven, so here by the kingdom 
| OR THE CHRISTIAN SECRETARY. lof God is meant the kingdom of the Messiah, the 
ON ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY, jchareh of Christ, which he bath here established 
Continued. | among us. And therefore this kingdom thus begin- 


ning with the preaching of John, we must necessari- 
had so arranged the political affairs of the world, |) place the first coming of that king, Christ our 
that imperial Rome swayed the sceptre over half| Lord, who founded this kingdom here among us : 
isee Prideaux Connections vol. 2, p. 53 and 54.— 
{ Nations both civilized and barbarian | em that ee gospel church thus called by the 
had bowed to her control. She removed or con-|P™e** ary John, Christ and his apostles, is a 
. , ' . | , at; bd < , -¢ " 7 , 
ferred thrones and diadems according to her pleas-|"°" and distinct dispensation only typified by the 
ure. The Jewish notion, taught by their inspired former or Jewish dispensation, is evident from the 
’ prophecy of the prophet Daniel, see chapter ii. 
v. 44 and 45, + Inthe days ef those kings’, &c and 
that this prophecy refe rs to setting up of the gospel 
church as above referred to is evident. The de- 
claration of the inspired prophet, that at this time 


S yy. Spring of New- Ye ralls inf he ptis ‘ : 

0 Dr. Spring ew-York ‘calls infant beptism.| the God of Heaven should set up a kingdom, goes 
| See note 'n his Lectures. Baptists also believe baptism] \ a 5 

| is an initiation into the church 
} 


| God in his infinitely wise and holy providence | 


} 
| 
i 
| 


ithe globe atthe commencement of the christian dis- 


| 
| yensation. 
| 
| 


ithe - Desire of all Nations.’’ To this creneral eX- 


' A 


ibe traced the journey of the eastern Magi: led by 


* Chapin’s Letters. 


184 


fully to show that this kingdom in regard to 1ts Vis)- | ——— 


ble order did not before exist. That the gospel 
church which was now to be set up was separate 
and distinct from the former dispensation. For if 
the Gospel church was but a continuation of the 
Jewish, of which Daniel was a prominent member, 
why does he under divine influence speak as in the 
passage above cited of the setting up of a kingdom ? 
Also when we take into consideration the terms of 
admission into the two kingdoms or churches, we be- 
hold a vast difference. 
members of that church by virtue of their birth and 
the rite of circumcision ; but John the Baptist and 
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Hartrorp, DecemBER 13, 1823. 


At Glastenbury, Capt. Horace Hale, to Miss Abba 


Talcott. 


At Norwich, Mr. John B. English, to Miss Fanny 


Wilcox. 


At Ellington, Mr. Cyrus Dunham, of Hebron, to Miss 
The Jewish Nation were Juliana Biodget. 


In this city, Mrs. Heppy Hovey, aged 41, wife of Mr. 


MARRIED, 


—<=»- 


DIED, 


our Lord and his apostles, taught the doctrine of Jedediah Hovey. 


repentance, and faith, as absolutely indispensable to 
an admission into this kingdom, which the God of| 
Heaven was setting up in the world, see Mathew iii. ! 
6, to the 10th and Mark xiv. 15th and 16th verses. 
Also the whole tenor of the Saviour’s instructions 
and the preaching ot his apostles, andthe conduct of 
the primitive church, goto show that the Jewish 
economy was abolished, and a new order of thin 


was moral in its nature. 
Jesus Christ is head. 


mortal king in Zion. His subjects are such only as 


At Berlin, Mr. Moses Butler, aged 78, formerly of 


East Hartford. 


At Middletown, Mr. John Davis, aged 73. 


‘ Mother !°—She hears the voice ic 
Springs from the earth ; again the filial ory te 
‘ My Mother !” bursts upon her ravish’d ear. 

She flies to his embrace, she grasps her child 
Noshade delusive ; tears of ecstacy 
Relieve her loaded bosom : down they sink 
O’erwhelm’d with gratitude, and at His feet, 

Who wrought the deed of mercy, pour their praise, 


——L————_ es 
SUMMARY. 


From the N. Y D. Advertiser. 
The papers by the last arrivals, contain the indictment 


‘doubtless conside 


LL Night the wind from north e 


From the Wesleyan Methodist Magazine. 
THE WIDOW OF NAIN :—A SKETCH. 


He was an only child: 


And all the fond affections of her heart, 


- : . “8! A other's heart, were fix’d to agony 
established, retaining nothing of the old bot what) On him, her darling 


The strong nervous frame, 


Of this new dispensation | The Manly feature, and the graceful air, 
He is the spiritual and im-| But most the voice melodious, often drew 
‘The tear of memory trom her fading eye. 

i She was a widow 


profess repentance for their sins and frith in his vi-! Tie dear resemblance of his Father's form. 


and in these could trace 


carious sufferings and all-sufficient mediation, andi iie was her hope; and all of future joy 


are ** made willing in the day of his power’ to yield) 
obedience to his laws and submit to his institutions. 


‘It is unnecessary to enter here into a particular, 


detail ofthe life and actions of the Saviour, with 
which all Christians must be acquainted. They 
Must know that, during the space of three years, 
and amidst the deepest trials of affliction and distress, 
he instructed the Jewish nation in the will and coun 

sels of the Most High, and omitted nothing in the 
course of his ministry, that could contribute either 
to gain the multitude, or to charm the wise. But 
every thing appeared inimical to the progress of 
the mighty werk which he came to accomplish. 


Greece and Rome, which had successively carried 
their arms and customs into distant nations, and had 
attained the highest degree of science, afforded an 
awful evidence, that the world by wisdom knew 
not God. ‘Their religion was composed of the most 
abominable superstition and idolatry ; and their 

ractice was such as puts humanity to the blush. 
The inhabitants of Judea. where stood the palace of 
the great King, a people favored for above two 


She told on earth, did aggregate in him, 

OQ! ‘twas her daily, her delightful task 

lo muster his comfort; weil repaid 

It he were happy, while ber aged breast 
Throbb’d with delight, when from his smiling lip 
Dropp’d in kind acceuts, filial gratitude. 


His cheek grew pale ; 


Save that a crimson blush, more delicate 
Than bealth’s coarse pencil on the face of youth 
Delineates ever, fiercely kindled there.— 
The mother’s eye saw the deceptive spark, 
Like some advancing meteor, soon to lay 
Hier hopes in ashes.—Long her aged form 
Bent ov’r his wasting frame, in agony 
None but a widow’d mother e’er can know. 
As sinks the crescent moon, in feeble splendour, 
Yet mild, and lovely, so he sunk to rest. 
she gaz’d in all the silence of despair ; 
And when the last faint beam of parting life 
Had pass’d her eye, amore than midnight gloom 
Hung oer her soul. 
A lovely victim ; many a Weeping eye 
Shed kind libations on his early bier. 
In all the racking emphasis of woe, 
| Phe trembling mother follow’d.—On they pass’d, 
Aud soon the joity gates of Nain unfold, 
A> mov’d the solemn pageant to the tomb. 


They bore him to his grave, 


thousand years with a revelation from heaven, and | Se arcely they clos’d, when trom the bleeding heart 
Ot the lone widow, burst a shriek of woe, 


on whose behalf the most high God had given ¢ 
many signal displeys of his mercies and love, even 
this pevple had so miserably revolted from their 
allegiance to their grec 


| 
} 


dian ; 

| Winle from her eye a flood of bursting tears 
i Issued afresh 
—-W hat soothing, gentile voice, 
Lawgiver, that w hen Breaks the sad silence ? 


** Widow, weep no more !” 


° . . . she rais? > , ; ~~ . . . 
he came to his own, his own received him not, but | Dhe rais’d her d voping head ; tke tender sound 


made the most violent opposition to his authority. | 


Yet all these impediments to the progress of his 
creat and merciful design, served onty to exhibit 
additional testimonies of the dignity of its divine Au 
thor, andadduce decisive proofs that the work was 
of God. The rulers ofthe people, being unable to 
endure any longer the purity of his morals, the 
splendor of his miracles, and the poignancy of his 
doctrine, maliciously conspired agatnst his life ; and 
thereby accomplished that ancient prediction con 
cerning him, that he should finish transgressions. 
make an end of sin, make reconciliation for iniquity 


and bring wn everlasting righteousness. ‘i has, by 

shedding of his blood he saved unnumbered millions, 
and laid the foundation of that kingdom and govern 

ment of which there was tobe noend.  Ilis resur 

rection from the dead, on the third day, according 
to the Scriptures, confounded his adversaries, and 
filled Jerusalem with astonishment. Having as 

cended up far above all heavens, he poured out the 
Holy Ghost upon persons chosen before of God to 
he apostles, thereby qualify ge them for the suc- 
cessful discharge of the duties upon which they 
were abortto enter. Immediately thev erected 
the standard oftheir Poy tl Master in the very place 
where he had been insulted and cruelly murdered, 
Unsupported by the secular arm, bearing no weap- 
ons but those of Divine truth ; such was the ama- 
zing effect of t}e'r enterprise, that in a few days 
manv thousands fel] before them, and embraced ihe 
Gospel of the grace of God.’ 

To be continued. 


it cannot be ! 


From form to fo: m, 
“7Pis false! 


> 


| Seerm’d like the filial accents of her child. 

{t was the * Man of Sorrows,” he who felt 

For human wretchedness,—so deeply feit, 

Phat not his life was dear that man night live.— 

A Weep not ;” but from her quivering lip, a word 
Escap'd not, while expressive of despair 

She shook her hoary locks.—Straight to the bier 
in solemn silence great in conscious power, 

lhe Saviour now advane’d.—Back to the heart 
Che wond’ring blood impetuous recoil’d, 

{nd ev’ry eye was rivetted. 
zazing ; while, *neath the weight of morbid clay 
inanimate, their terror-stricken limbs ; 
Shoolk, like the pendant dew-drops in the breeze. 


They stood 


‘he Son of God. in all the majesty 
Of power illirmnitable,- : 
Of pure benevolence, 
And as it rested on the moveless bier, 


iis voice unperative the silence broke,— 
* Young man, arise.” — 


all the zeal 
now rais’d his arm; 


— A deep, responsive groan, 
An undulation of the spreading pall, 
Convulsive motion, and thick breathing sobs, 
Declare the spirit heard its 5 
Heard and obeyd. 
Neneath contending passions, whilst her eye, 
oursting with hope, anxiety, amaze, 


aker’s voice, 
rhe fainting mother sunk 


Watecl’d every motion, and her lisiening ear 
Drank es ery sound ;—she saw the corse awake 
Cast off the folded cerements of the grave ; 
She saw her only, her lamented child 

Rise like a midnight spectre from the tomb, 
And gaze in wild amazement on the scene. 

She saw that well known eve, she lately clos’d, 
hesumie tts briiliancy, she saw it rove — 


she saw it rest on her. 
% | } 
lis Visionary ! madness! vain! 
sue deems the bliss too great.— 


against Riego. It has a Sanguinary appearance, and is 
( red as a mere ceremony preliminary to 
his execution. 

A most tremendous storm was experienced in some 
parts of England that was almost ever known. At Glou- 
cester, the rain fellin torrents during the day, and in the 

east raged with awful fury, 
tearing up unmense trees from their roots, and in some 
instances levelling entire buildings with the ground. In 
most directions there was a heavy fall of snow, and the 
hills on the following morning were completely covered, 
The roads were so much flooded, that travelling was im. 
peded, particularly from Gloucester to Bristol, and in one 
place the water in the road was five feet deep. Much 
damage was done in other places, and the water rose s9 
suddenly in several places that considerable numbers of 
sheep, and other animals, were carried away. 

The folilowing are some of the disasters to the shippi 
by the gate which commenced on the thirtieth of October, 
Captain Hill, of the Neath Castle, left Yarmouth Roads 
in company with 150 sail which remained in compan 
until the tempest arose, when they were scattered ip all 
directions hirty vessels were driven ashore between 
Grimsby and Tetney Haven, an extent of only seven 
miles. Fifty-nine sail were reported to beon shore oa 
the Lincolnshire coast. Consid rable damage had been 
sustained by vessels in the Humber.—Seven sail were on 
shore between Hunston Light-house and Lynn on the 
Norfolk coast.— Four vessels, sunk near Wainfleet, the 
crew of one was lost. Two seamen were washed on 
shore at Wrangle. A vessel had been found on the Long 
‘Strand without a soul on board. Two vessels were 
wrecked at Gedney Drove End. Two lives were lost in 
a vessel which upset. A brig sunk in the Lyon Roads, 
two others wereonshore. Five persons were lost from a 
Fishing yawl. The brig Hope from Quebeck is ashore. 
One man was drowned from a Scotch sloop. The lives 
of ten persons were saved from one vessel by Captain 
‘Manby’s mortar and apparatus. A man was drowned 
froma fishing vessel in coming into the harbor. 

We learn from Dover, that a foreign vessel had arri- 
'ved with the loss of two boats. The Captain was washed 
‘overboard, but caughta rope thrown to him and again 
‘reached the ship. A fishing boat in attempting to get 
‘into Boulogne, struck the ground and all on board per- 
| ished. 
| Accounts from Deal state that a vessel was wrecked 
on the North Land flead. The Lady Popham was lost 
atthe Margate Sands. A vessel was lost at Plymouth, 
‘two near Fishguard, sixteen are on shore near the Hum- 
ber, at Lowestoffe, Yarmouth, Wells Mundsley, Scarbor- 
‘ough, Sunderland, Shields, &e. 
| The Rath, Salisbury, and Bristol Journals, give each 
‘accounts of the distress which pervaded those districts 
‘of country. Rivers everflowed their banks, and swept 
‘away sheep, and great quantities of produce. In some 
‘places the inbabiants fled to their upper apartments tor 
Many lives were lost, and much property de- 


jsafety. 
'stroyed. 
Eton was surrounded with water. The streets were 
‘only passable in boats. The loss in cattle bas been very 
lrreat. 
| On the Norfolk coast there were several vessels on 
|shore, total wrecks, and many lives lost Four ships 
jashore at Blakeney. Between 20 and JO ashore near 
Cromer and Hunstanton. It is feared that the loss of 
i tives and vessels on the French coast are numerous. 
Light thousand persons have applied for passports to 
lleave Spain since the appearance of Ferdinand’s de- 
crees. 

The North of Italy and the Tvrol have suffered severe- 
ly by heavy and continued rains in October. Houses, 
mills and bridges were swept away. Some towns were 
so inundated, that the inhabitants communciated only 
over the tops of their houses. ‘The loss cf property 18 
stated to be immense. Many lives were lost. 


Letters from Barbadoes of the 20th of October, state 
that a mob of whites had levelled to the ground the Meth- 
odist Church, which was a beautiful brick builcing. Mr. 
Shrewsbury, the Clergeyman, was obliged to fly to ~ 
} hits life An attempt was made on the night of the Jot, 
toset fire to the town. The rovernor has ofler: d are- 
ward of 10u/. for the apprehension of the offenders. 

From the Connecticut Mirror. Dec. 8 | , 

A black man by the name of George Fletcher, died @ 
East Windsor on Thursday last, in consequence ofa oe 
-eceived from Nathaniel Curtis, a mulatto man op 
| Tuesday evening.—[We uncerstand that Curtis 1s now 
{cu stody.] . . 
| Brooklon. —A presbyterian church, 4 extensive — 
Pens ies, and 154 dwe lin er houses have been erected t 


’ 


—— 


‘year past at Brooklyn, L. Island. 
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